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OUTLINE APPLICATION FOR A CROHN’S & COLITIS UK
RESEARCH AWARD 2026

Please ensure you have read our Terms and Conditions of Award prior to applying.  If successful, these are the terms under which the grant will be awarded. 

We encourage you to read our 2026 guidance document to support with completing your application. This document outlines the expectations and criteria used during assessment. 

PLEASE NOTE: You are required to complete the application form on our Flexigrant portal. This document is for guidance purposes only and the format/wording of the questions may differ between this document and the application portal.

The deadline for outline application submission is 12 noon, Thursday 9 April 2026.

Project Title:

	



Principal Investigator (responsible for supervising & delivery of the proposed project)

	Name:
	Principal Investigators must be based in the UK.

	Address:
	

	Tel:
	

	Email:
	



Host Institution (invoicing entity receiving any funding awarded)

	Institution Name:
	Host Institutions must be based in the UK.

	Address:
	Please use the address that should be quoted on the Terms and Conditions should the grant be awarded.

	Contact name:
	The name of someone in your Research Office who deals with post-award grant management and who can be named as a contact on the Terms and Conditions. This should not be a member of the research team.

	Role:
	

	Tel:
	

	Email:
	Please include a contact email for your post-award team or a Research Office team member.





Proposed start date:  __________  please note earliest start date is 1 Jan 27

Proposed duration in months: __________

Co-Investigators & other stakeholders:
Please include details of all other investigators (including a second Principal Investigator if applicable), patient/public contributors on the study team and any collaborating researchers.

	Title and name
	Organisation Name
	Project Role

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	












Financial support requested

Total funding sought: __________

Please provide a summary of estimated costings. A more detailed breakdown and justification of resources will be required upon full application.
Please note that financial support from the grant is limited to its duration. The Charity will only cover costs incurred within the project delivery period.

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	Year 3 (£)
	Total (£)

	Salaries (inc. on costs)
	
	
	
	

	Consumables
	
	
	
	

	Equipment
	
	
	
	

	Other costs (e.g. conference/meetings, equipment, patient participation costs)
	
	
	
	

	Total (£)
	
	
	
	





Project overview

In addition to being assessed by scientific/clinical experts on the Awards Panel, the project overview will also be assessed by Lived Experience Representatives on the Awards Panel. Their scores and feedback will influence whether or not you are invited to submit a full application. 

Please ensure that any questions in this section (aside from the Scientific Abstract) are completed in plain English, are in simple terms and in language that would be understood by non-researchers. Please avoid the use of technical jargon and abbreviations where possible, if required, these should be clearly explained. 

We will ask you to rewrite any plain English sections that do not meet these guidelines. Please note you will not be invited to submit a full application if this section is not written in language that is easy to understand. Please see the NIHR guidance for more information on writing in plain English.

If your application forms part of a larger study, with other funding, please be explicit in your application about what the funds from Crohn’s & Colitis UK will allow you to achieve.  


	Scientific Abstract: Aims, relevance and potential benefits (max 150 words)
Please explain the aims and potential benefits of the research.

	







	Plain English Summary: What is this research looking at? (max 500 words)
Please state the aims of the project and how it fits the remit of the current grant call. Please describe the need for the project, any relevant background information on what is already known in this area and what the project will add (you do not need to describe IBD). Please see guidance above for more information.

	

	What could this research mean for people living with IBD and how will this be measured? (max 200 words)
Please describe the expected outputs, outcomes, and impacts of the project for people living with IBD and describe how the impact of the project will be measured.

	

	Why are you the right team to deliver this work? (max 200 words) 
Please describe how the team of applicants and any collaborating partners are well placed to deliver the project, outlining the specific skills and experience each member brings and their role, including any people with lived experience named in the team. Letters of support from collaborating partners are not required at this stage of the application process.

Please also indicate if anyone in the team is an Early Career Researcher (ECR).  For this scheme, ECR includes: 
· doctoral students 
· researchers without PhDs
· researchers with up to 10 years (FTE) relevant experience post completion of PhD

	

	How have people with lived experience of IBD been involved with shaping the project? (max 200 words)
Please describe how people with lived experience of IBD helped shape your research question and how they will be involved throughout the project. For studies involving recruitment, consider appropriate outcome measures and any barriers to participation. Please also explain how you will recognise and compensate people involved in your project. We welcome PPIE‑related costs in your budget.

	

	How will you approach health inequalities in your project and ensure that underrepresented groups are considered, involved and/or included? (maximum 200 words)
Please describe the specific activities you will undertake to embed EDI within the proposed research and provide an evidence‑based justification of how the research addresses gaps in knowledge around the health and care needs of people living with IBD, inequalities, under‑served groups, or all of these. Please go beyond organisational policies and explain how EDI principles will be meaningfully integrated into your project and approach. 
We welcome justified EDI‑related costs in your budget.
Please note, even if you are only using previously collected samples or data, we expect you to consider the diversity of the samples you will be using to ensure they are representative of the IBD population as a whole.
 

	




Outline scientific plan of the project

This section should be no more than 2 sides of A4, excluding references (single spaced, minimum font size 11).  It should include an outline of the proposed project under the following sub-headings:

a. Proposed plan of investigation and brief methodology, please include any key preliminary data to support your plan.  
· When appropriate, describe how you have considered inclusion when defining the target sample, including in the inclusion and exclusion criteria and recruitment and retention strategies.
b. Brief statement of expected outcomes and how the results will translate to address the identified need.
c. Estimated timetable including an overview of key milestones and outputs.
d. Scientific/academic references relevant to the research proposal.


Supporting Documents

CVs 
Short Curriculum Vitae for the Principal Investigator(s) (no more than 2 sides of A4 for any CV and no more than 10 publications relevant to inflammatory bowel disease to be listed).
· Please note that any attachments beyond those requested will not be reviewed by the panel.
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